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The cultists are so widely spread
throughout the country that undoubt
edly every Christian has met some
of these people. The cultic emissaries
u s u a l l y r e a c h i n t o e v e r y c o m m u n i t y
of the land. Their established proced
u r e i s t o c a n v a s s y s t e m a t i c a l l y a r e a
upon area unt i l every home has been
reached. As a rule they go in pairs
ringing the door-bells and peddling
t h e i r l i t e r a t u r e . T h e i r l e a d e r s h a v e
fully instructed these propagandists
how to approach people, and they
s e l d o m d e v i a t e f r o m t h e s t a n d a r d

p r o c e d u r e i n s e e k i n g t o g a i n p r o s
elytes. Despite the glaring falsehoods
which they spread, at least one must
admire the courage of their convic
tions. In other words, they are not
afraid to stand for something. And,
most of these propagandists have a
broad famil iar i ty with the teaching
o f t h e i r g r o u p t h a t i s o f t e n l a c k i n g
among the evangelicals. To illustrate,
it would be well if Christian people
knew as much why they believe in
the doctrine of , the Trinity as the
J e h o v a h ' s W i t n e s s e s k n o w w h y t h e y
d o n o t b e l i e v e i n i t . A g a i n , w e fi n d
t h a t t h e J e h o v a h ' s W i t n e s s e s , t h e
Mormons, and other representatives
of the cults are impelled by a great
sense of urgency that, somehow, has
been lost among the majority of the
m e m b e r s o f t h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s .

Obviously the liberal churches have
long since lost any sense of urgency
because their message is mainly an
e m p h a s i s o n s o c i a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n
and not the Gospel of Christ. More
over, those who are peddling cultic
p r o p a g a n d a i n o r d e r t o g a i n d i s c i
p les , do no t fea r to be d i f fe ren t . On
the other hand, we usually find that
t hose who rep resen t evange l i ca l
g r o u p s h a v e a t e n d e n c y t o w a n t t o
be accepted by their fellow-men. In
d e e d , c u l t i s t s h a v e n o f e a r o f e x
periencing doors being shut in their
faces, or of being rebuked by those
who oppose these disseminators of
falsehood. It might well be said, that
those who are about spreading the
teachings of the various cultic groups
actually live in an atmosphere of ur
gency. In other words, their time and
energies are given willingly in order
to win as many new disciples as pos
sible. As a result of having these com
mendable qualities, the leading cults,
especially the Jehovah's Witnesses
and the Mormons, are among the
fastest growing religious groups in
t h e w o r l d . S t a t i s t i c s i n d i c a t e t h a t i n
many areas thsee cul ts have doubled,
and often multiplied many times dur
ing recent decades.

The ques t i on wh ich now c rowds to
t h e f r o n t f o r a t t e n t i o n i s t h i s : h o w
should we as Bible-believing people
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treat these misguided zealots? This
writer is convinced that many Chris
t i an peop le have pu rsued w rong
paths in this regard, and these should
be avoided. By means of this article
we hope to help many of you who
may not have the exper ience, or
c lear convic t ions as to the best ways
of meeting these peddlers of error.

W R O N G M E T H O D S
O F T E N P U R S U E D

A common path often pursued by
many Christian people is that of ig
noring the presence and the activities
o f t h e v a r i o u s c u l t i s t s . T h o s e w h o
represent this class are usually not
concerned about find ing e f fec t ive
means in dealing with those who have
erred. Unfortunately those who follow
this path do not read literature to
g a i n i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g f a l s e
teachings, and how to help those who
are ensnared by fa lsehoods . In o ther
words, many church people simply
ignore the cults altogether. This is a
ve ry un rea l i s t i c cou rse t o f o l l ow, es
pecially at a time when cultic groups
i n A m e r i c a n u m b e r m o r e t h a n 8 m i l
lion people, and when nearly every
Christian has some relative, friend,
or neighbor who is ident ified with
s o m e c u l t .

Others fo l low the method o f exces
s ive ha rshness in dea l ing w i th those
who are ensnared by error. By harsh
ness i s mean t l i t e ra l l y s l amming t he
door shut in the faces of cult ic repre
sentat ives who come to the house. I t
is clear from II John, vs. 10-11, that
w e a r e n o t t o w e l c o m e s u c h p e o p l e
into our houses, or extend hospitality
to the peddlers of false doctrines. But
an ac t o f fi rmness mus t no t be con
f u s e d w i t h r u d e n e s s o r d i s c o u r t e o u s
behaviour. Rather, I feel, we simply
shou ld i n fo rm these d i ssemina to rs o f
er ror in words l ike these: We do not
believe in that which you teach, and
we do not wish to spend any time in

discussing these matters. And they
may then be dismissed without re
sorting to unchristian tactics.

A third way is to argue vigorously
wi th these representa t ives o f the
cults when they come to your home.
After many years of study, and a
care fu l eva lua t ion o f the ac t i v i t i es o f
the cults, I am convinced that very
few, if any, will be brought to the
t ru th , e i ther through sk i l l fu l argu
ments or the downgrading of the
spurious groups by g rapid flow of
words, and the utilization of logic.
The fact of the mater is that people
do no t l i ke to be de fea ted i n a pe r
sona l encoun te r w i th the one who i s
b e t t e r i n f o r m e d t h a n t h o s e w h o a r e
spreading error. Usually human na
ture is unwilling to accept defeat in
a confrontation. Actually these peo
ple who go from house to house are
brain-washed by their leaders and
hence they are not open-minded or
ready to yield to you even if you are
able to summon logical arguments in
refut ing the doctr ines which these
propagandists advocate.

T H E P O S I T I V E M E T H O D

First of all, I feel we should use
great skill and discernment in select
ing the best literature which is avail
a b l e o n t h e c u r r e n t c u l t s . A n d w e
should have an ample supply of this
l i t e r a t u r e i n o u r h o m e s a n d o f fi c e s ,
or places of employment, in order to
have it conveniently near whenever
it is needed. I carry such literature in
my automobile so that it is available
a t a l l t i m e s . T h i s h a s s t o o d m e i n
good stead on many occasions. In addi
tion, it is very important to util ize
t h e m a i l s e r v i c e w h e n w e w i s h t o
reach people at some distance who
are endangered by the emissaries of
the cults. Recently as wife and I were
leaving a restaurant, a lady spoke to
m e f r o m a t a b l e w h e r e s h e a n d h e r
m o t h e r w e r e s e a t e d w i t h a f r i e n d .
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waiting to be served. This lady re
m i n d e d m e t h a t s h e h a d t a l k e d w i t h
m e o v e r t h e p h o n e a b o u t l i t e r a t u r e
wh ich she needed and la te r rece ived
for a friend who was being led into
t h e J e h o v a h ' s W i t n e s s e s c u l t . T h i s
f r i e n d w a s n o w s e a t e d a t t h e t a b l e
w i th these two Chr is t ian women. She
h a d a b a n d o n e d t h e f a l s e d o c t r i n e s
and was ded ica ted to l i ve fo r Chr is t .
It was hartening to hear how liter
ature had served as an eye-opener as
well as the means through which the
Spirit of God had brought about a
change and a joyful Christian exper
ience. This woman had been led to
the truth through literature after hav
ing been misled by the doctrine of
the Jehovah's Witnesses. During the
m a n y y e a r s t h a t I h a v e d i r e c t e d t h e
work of Religion Analysis Service, I
have been convinced that l i terature is
of primary importance in dealing with
those who have erred.

M o r e o v e r , w e s h o u l d h a v e t r u e
compassion for these misguided peo
p l e w h o l i v e i n o u r c o m m u n i t i e s .
Some of these are often our next-door
neighbors. Indeed, we must be un
compromisingly opposed to the teach
ings to which these people adhere,
y e t a t t h e s a m e t i m e w e m u s t n o t
w r i t e t h e m o f f a s m e n a n d w o m e n
beyond our reach or help. It is quite
difficult at times to be compassionate
to these blind zealots who are busily
engaged in spread ing the i r fa lse
teachings. We may not be able to win
very many of them to Christ, yet we
cannot escape a certain responsibility
in doing our best for our confused
fellowmen. James writes, "If any of
you err from the truth, and one con
vert him, let him know that he who
c o n v e r e t h t h e s i n n e r f r o m t h e e r r o r
o f h i s w a y s h a l l s a v e a s o u l f r o m
dea th , and h i de a mu l t i t ude o f s i ns "
(James 5:19-20). Only the grace of
God will enable us to be compassion
a t e a n d c o n c e r n e d f o r t h e s o u l s o f

t hose who have abandoned the t r u th
for the teachings of the modern char
latans and quacks. This, then, is the
Scriptural way in dealing with those
w h o h a v e e r r e d .

In addition, it is important when
ever it is possible for us to give these
deluded people our personal test i
mony regarding our acceptance of
Jesus Christ. These people who are
led astray by the cultists are daily
concerned about works, and espec
ially in peddling literature. But im-
fortunately they know nothing ade
quately about the grace of the Lord,
or being born again. A bold, personal
testimony in their presence will give
great weight, spiritually speaking, to
a n y e n c o u n t e r w i t h t h e c u l t i s t s . T h e
apostle Paul used this technique on
m a n y o c c a s i o n s a s h e f a c e d r u l e r s
and potentates who were strangers
to the Gospel of Christ. Both Felix
and King Agrippa were deeply im
pressed by Paul's testimony. It was
difficult, or even impossible for Paul
himself to shake off the glorious tes
timony of Stephen, the martyr, at
the t ime o f h is death . Wi thout a
doubt it was easier for Christ to ap
prehend Pau l and br ing h im in to
Christianity as a result of the earlier
test imony of Stephen. Those who
c o m e t o o u r d o o r s w i l l fi n d i t h a r d
to d i sm iss comp le te l y f r om the i r
minds the story of what great things
our Lord has done for us, and what
a joy the Christian experience has
brought about. Truly, we need to
keep before us at all times, the Great
Conunission of Christ, namely, "Ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth" (Acts 1:8). We are not
to exclude anyone from the presenta
tion of the (Jospel of Christ. This ob
viously includes the cultists. Witness
ing is a positive method, and it rests
upon a Scriptural base. I fear many
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Christians fail in their responsibility our efforts, and most rewarding ex-
of witnessing to their fellow-man. periences will come to those who are
When we have the courage of follow- faithful to the teachings of the Word
ing the right method, God will bless of God.

C U LT I C D I S T O R T I O N
O F T H E H O LY S C R I P T U R E S

David L. Larsen,
Pastor, First Evangelical Covenant Church, Rockford, Illinois

Basic to all theological and spirit- wider application. By taking away
ual understanding is the question of from the Scripture we diminish its
the authority of Holy Scripture. From authority. When Thomas Jefferson's
the very beginning Satan has sought famous abbreviated New Testament
to destroy confidence in the Word omit ted the resurrect ion narrat ives
o f G o d . T h e D e c e i v e r a n d F a t h e r o f a n d c o n c l u d e d w i t h t h e d e a t h o f o u r
lies sought to insert doubt about Lord, he was of course depriving man
God's Word when he said to Eve in of all hope and salvation,
the Garden, "Yea, hath God sa id?" The cu l ts have tended rather to
( G e n . 3 : 1 ) . a d d t o t h e S c r i p t u r e t h r o u g h a d d i -

The integrity and authority of the tional works which officially or for
Word of God have been the focal aH practical purposes stand on a par-
point of the frantic onslaughts of with the Bible as the source of
rationalistic higher criticism and the authority. Mormonism is unwilUng to
more subtle strategies of neo-ortho- recognize the fact that "God has
doxy. In either case our Lord's die- spoken in His Son" (Heb. 1:1-2) and
tum that "The Scripture cannot be that special revelation in this unique
broken" is challenged and the rea- sense concluded with the closing of
son and experience of man are the New Testament canon. Believing
placed above that which is written, that special revelation in this sense

It is not surprising then to observe continues Mormons accord to The
t h a t o n e o f t h e h a l i m a r k s o f c u l t i c ® ™ ! l
dev ia t ion is the impl ic i t or expUci t Covenant*
denial of the authority of the Word ».Piece equal to or supwior to the
of God. It is our purpose here to Bible In fact Joseph Fielding Smith,
trace some of the forms which this Resident of the Mormon Chimh
culUc denial of the authority of the has observed: "Guided ̂  Th. Book
W o r d o f G o d m a y t a k e . " J '

and the Spirit of the Lord, it is not
d i f fi c u l t f o r o n e t o d i s c e r n t h e e r -
^o rs i n t he B ib le " (Mormon Doc t r i ne ,SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY pp 509.10, as quoted in Anthony A.

The last chapter of Holy Writ gives Hoekema, The Four Major Cults, p.
us a solemn warning against either 23). The alleged superiority of these
adding to or taking away from the added volumes to the Bible is clearly
w o r d s o f t h e b o o k ( R e v. 2 2 : 1 8 - 1 9 ) . i m p l i e d .
While this applies specifically to the Christ ian Science believes in the
Revelation, the general principle has inspiration of the Bible as it is in-
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terpreted by Science and Health writ
ten by Mrs. Mary Baker Glover Pat
terson Eddy. This in fact means that
t h e u l t i m a t e s o u r c e o f a u t h o r i t y f o r
C h r i s t i a n S c i e n c e b e c o m e s S c i e n c e
Health. The Bible itself is relegated
to a place of secondary importance.

W h i l e S e v e n t h D a y A d v e n t i s m
seeks to maintain that they do not
regard the writings of Ellen G. White
as having the same authority as the
Bible, the stubborn fact remains that
her supposedly unique gift of pro
phecy is seen as giving Seventh Day
Adventism exclusive insights into the
p r o g r a m s a n d p u r p o s e s o f G o d . H e r
statements are consistently quoted
as authority along with the Bible and
appear to be the court of last appeal.

W h e n a n y h u m a n t e a c h e r o r s y s
t e m o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n b e c o m e s d e c i
s i v e , w e h a v e d i l u t e d t h e a u t h o r i t y
o f t h e W o r d o f G o d . E v e n w h e n t h e

g rea t Apos t l e Pau l opened t he Word
in Berea, his ut terance was not s imp
ly accepted and equated in any sense
a s i n f a l l i b l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n w i t h t h e
Scr ip tu res themse lves . Ra the r do we
read, "They received the Word with
a l l r e a d i n e s s o f m i n d , a n d s e a r c h e d
the Scriptures daily, whether those
t h i n g s w e r e s o " ( A c t s 1 7 : 11 ) . T h e
resul t of th is proper procedure is
clearly spelled out, "Therefore many
of them believed" (Acts 17:12a).

T h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c s h a v e f o u n
de red bas i ca l l y i n rega rd to the
p r i n c i p l e o f a u t h o r i t y — t r a d i t i o n h a s
been admitted as authority equal with
t h e B i b l e . L i b e r a l i s m s e e s h u m a n
judgment and intuition on a par with
any p ronouncemen t o f Sc r i p tu re , no t
real iz ing that " the inner l ight has
o f t e n l e d t o t h e o u t e r d a r k n e s s . "
There is only one safe and sound
c o u r s e — a d h e r e n c e t o t h e u n d i l u t e d
authority of the pure Word of God.
We do not judge the Word of God
b u t m u s t s u b m i t o u r s e l v e s t o i t s
judgment of us.

D I S T O R T I O N O F
S C R I P T U R A L M E A N I N G

A s i g n o u t s i d e a n i n d u s t r i a l s h o p
once advertised, "All kinds of twist
ing and turning done here." Such
cou ld descr ibe the d is to r t ion o f c lear
Scriptural meanings at the hands of
cultic interpreters. The strange idea
anything can be proved by the Bible
i s a b l a t a n t r e p u d i a t i o n o f t h e l a w
o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n a n d t h e c a n o n s o f
good sense and proper interpretation
without which meaningful discourse
of any kind is impossible.

T h e N e w W o r l d B i b l e o f t h e J e
hovah's Witnesses is an example of
e r r o n e o u s m i s t r a n s l a t i o n a n d d e v i o u s

scholarship. A striking instance is the
notoriously inaccurate translation of
John 1:1 which they give as: "In the
beginning the Word was, and the
W o r d w a s w i t h G o d , a n d t h e W o r d
was a god.' The predicate noun would
b e c o n s i d e r e d d e fi n i t e r a t h e r t h a n
i n d e fi n i t e a c c o r d i n g t o t h e w e l l -
k n o w n C o l w e l l ' s r u l e , b u t t h i s h a s
been defiant ly disregarded by the
t r a n s l a t o r s o f t h e N e w W o r l d B i b l e .

T h o u g h t h e J e h o v a h ' s W i t n e s s e s
c l a i m a h i g h v i e w o f t h e S c r i p t u r e
they bend and shape any passage
which does no t con fo rm to the i r her
e t i c a l A r i a n v i e w o f t h e L o r d J e s u s
C h r i s t . We s t a n d w i t h A t h a n a s i u s o f
old who said: "Jesus whom I know as
my Redeemer cannot be less than
G !̂" Passage after passage affirms
t h e a b s o l u t e a n d f u l l d e i t y o f o u r
Blessed Lord, but the cu l t is t wi l l
simultaneously affirm his faith in the
Bib le and h is rank d isavowal o f what
the Bible clearly teaches concerning
t h e S a v i o u r .

Christian Science beginning with
i ts pantheist ic presupposi t ions re
casts everything which the Bible says
about God, the nature of man, the
reality of sin and death into virtually
unrecognizable form. If as they main
tain, God is all, and God is good, then
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a l l m u s t b e g o o d , e v e n i f o n e m u s t
fly in the face of every representa
t i o n o f t h e Wo r d o f G o d a n d e v e r y
thing in our experience of real i ty.
W h e n M r s . E d d y m a i n t a i n s t h a t
"Whatever is, is God," she chooses
to ignore the creator-creature dis
tinction everywhere enforced within
Scripture. When she argues that Jesus
our Lord did not really suffer and
did not really die and did not really
r ise from the grave, we can only
c o n c l u d e t h a t s h e a n d h e r f o l l o w e r s
make no ser ious e f fo r t to unders tand
the Word of God, but only pervert
a n d t w i s t t h e o b v i o u s f a c t u a l r e p r e
sen ta t i ons o f t he B ib l e .

T h e M o r m o n s l i k e w i s e p u r p o r t t o
accept the Bible as correctly trans
lated, but grossly misinterpret what
the Bible clearly teaches about the
spirituality of God, the lostness of
man, the person and work of our
Lord, and the way of salvation. Jus
tification by faith alone apart from
the works of the law is totally re
jected by the Mormons. They see
C h r i s t ' s a t o n e m e n t a s m a k i n g p o s
s i b l e a c h a n c e f o r m a n t o e a r n h i s
o w n s a l v a t i o n . T h e e m p h a s i s a m o n g
M o r m o n s f a l l s u p o n e a r n i n g s a l v a
tion by good works.

Could anything be clearer in the
N e w Te s t a m e n t t h a n P a u l ' s e x p o s i
t i o n i n R o ma n s 3 o f t h e u t t e r sp i r i t
ua l bank rup t cy and l os tness o f man
kind and salvation totally apart from
human merit only by the shed blood
of Christ? Yet the doctrine of justifi
cation by faith alone apart from the
w o r k s o f t h e l a w i s t e r m e d " a p e r
n i c ious doc t r i ne " by the Mormon
writer, James Talmadge. Much dis
cuss ion w i th many Mormons has
s h o w n m e t h e t r a g i c a n d f a t a l c o n
sequences of this with many other
d e n i a l s o f B i b l i c a l f a i t h . T h e s e p e o
ple are great workers, but their sole
confidence is not in the efficacy and
sufficiency of the blood of Christ .

However moral and upright they may
be, they are lost apart from Christ.
They just do not take the Word of
God as it clearly is on the all-import-
a n t i s s u e o f h o w a m a n c o m e s i n t o
a right relationship with God through
f a i t h .

We see in Mormonism what we see
in Theosophy and Spiritualism, that
o n c e w e a b a n d o n t h e c l e a r B i b l i c a l
teaching on the person and work of
Jesus Christ, we are susceptible to
a l l k i n d s o f b i z a r r e a n d o u t l a n d i s h
teachings. The Bible then becomes
simply a source for proof-texts and
Bible study becomes a fishing for
fragments and figments to substan
tiate and prove al l kinds of weird
a n d c u r i o u s n o t i o n s . T h e i d e a t h a t
t h e L o r d J e s u s w a s m a r r i e d a n d a
polygamist or that Jesus ministered
in the western hemisphere before as
cending to heaven are totally with
out support or suggestion in Scrip
ture. ^ now the English radical,
John Allegro seeks seriously to sup
port the idea that Jesus was in fact
a s a c r e d m u s h r o o m ! T h i s i s s h e e r
madness and lunacy, the absurdity
of which is not apparent to all, for
some seem perfectly willing to "be
l i e v e t h e l i e . "

D E N I A L O F S C R I P T U R A L T R U T H

Seventh-day Adventists interpreta
t i o n o f S c r i p t u r e d i s c l o s e s s o m e
strange handling of Scripture which
is very disconcerting to serious stu
den ts o f the B ib le . Mrs . Wh i te ' s am
biguities on the sinlessness of Jesus
have only been compounded by later
s t a t e m e n t s o f o t h e r l e a d e r s i n t h e
m o v e m e n t . T h e s t r a n g e d i s t i n c t i o n
between the forgiveness of sin and
the blotting out of sin coupled with
t h e n o t i o n o f a n i n v e s t i g a t i v e j u d g
ment raises questions and challenges
t o t h e B i b l i c a l d o c t r i n e o f t h e p e r
fect ion and suffic iency of Chr is t 's
atoning work.
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Whi le Advent is ts loudly acc la im
t h e i r fi d e l i t y t o t h e G o s p e l t e a c h i n g
about the grace of God, for all prac
tical purposes their teaching amounts
to a "saved by grace but kept by
works" theology in which keeping
t h e c o m m a n d m e n t s b e c o m e s t h e u l
timate keystone of salvation or doom.
Here we see how a clear teaching of
the Word of God can be negated and
virtually lost by the imposition of a
man-made emphasis, as the following
q u o t a t i o n f r o m t h e w e l l - k n o w n A d -
ventist William Henry Branson clear
ly shows:

"A Christian who through faith
In Jesus Christ has faithfully kept
the law's requirements will be ac
quitted (in the investigative judg
ment); there is no condemnation,
f o r t h e l a w fi n d s n o f a u l t i n h i m .
If, on the other hand, it is found
that one has broken even a single
precept, and this transgression is
unconfessed, he will be dealt with
jus t as i f he had b roken a l l t en . "
(Drama of the Ages, p. 351).

I f t h e r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e i s s u e o f
being saved or lost is deferred until
the investigative judgment thus de
scribed, and if obedience to the law
becomes the touchstone of accept
ance, then all possibility of the as
surance of salvation and resting in
the merits and sufficiency of Christ's
o n c e - a n d - f o r - a l l a t o n e m e n t f o r s i n
vanishes into thin air. The promin
ence of the Sabbath question and the
obcess ion o f t he movemen t w i t h t h i s
issue tends to obscure and obl i terate
the s impl ic i ty and g lory of God's
wonderful way of salvation for lost
s inne rs . The New Tes tamen t i s c l ea r
and lucid, but Seventh-day Advent-
ism has lost its way in the vagaries
of human invent ion and legal is t ic
bondage. Again we see that this dis
a s t r o u s d e v i a t i o n h a s a r i s e n f r o m a
departxure from the authority of the
W o r d i t s e l f . W o u l d t o G o d t h a t o u r

friends might be delivered from this
web o f en tag lemen t and e r ro r.

Another very glaring case of the
m i s u s e o f t h e W o r d o f G o d I s t h e
i n c r e d i b l e s p i r i t u a l m o n s t r o s i t y
known as B r i t i sh I s rae l i sm. Th is fan
tastic fancy has drawn many aside
from things vital and eternal. Blend
ing numerous but unrelated passages
the devotees of this persuasion seek
to make the Anglo-Saxon peoples out
t o b e t h e l o s t t r i b e s o f I s r a e l a n d
Great Britain "the stone-kingdom" of
Biblical prophecy. Darms cites some
crucial perversions of Scripture used
in support of their position, such as
that Israel was to change his name
(Hosea 1:9), increase beyond number,
d w e l l i n i s l a n d s ( I s a . 2 4 : 1 5 ) , t o t h e
north (Jer. 3:12) and the west, and
and be a great nation (Micah 5:8).
Israel would also e^end beyond his
n e w l i m i t s a n d f o u n d c o l o n i e s ( I s a .
49:19, 20; 54:3, Deut. 28:1, 32:7-9).
One of the trills, Manasseh, was to
become an independent nation (Gen.
48:19). From this tribe, we are told
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w a s d e r i v e d . R e f
e r e n c e i s f o u n d t o t h e l i o n a n d t h e
unicorn In Numbers 24:8,9 and to
the American eagle in Ezekiel 17:3.
The promise that Israel shall possess
the gates of her enemies (Gen. 22:17,
24:60) i s fu lfi l led in the case o f Br i t
a i n b y t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f G i b r a l t e r ,
Aden, Singapore, etc. etc. (cf Anton
D a r m s , T h e D e l u s i o n o f B r i t i s h I s
rael ism, p. 26). One wonders how the
d e m i s e o f B r i t i s h f o r t u n e s t h r o u g h
the world is explained by those who
still hang on to this outlandish sys
t e m .

A s a m a t t e r o f f a c t t h e t e n l o s t
tribes are not really lost, and the
w o r d " J e w " b e c a m e a g e n e r a l t e r m
to describe any Israelite from any of
the twelve tribes. This usage Is seen
a l r e a d y i n t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t I n E s
t h e r a n d D a n i e l a n d e v e n i n t h e
works of Josephus. Paul of the tribe
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of Benjamin was denominated a Jew denies the bodily resurrection of
and Peter was called a Jew by Paul. Christ, believes that man may be-
James addressed his epistle to "the come as God. Armstrong does not be-
twelve tribes" (James 1:1). When one lieve a person can be "bom again"
begins to delve into the outlandish until the resurrection of the body,
historical juggling characteristic of He teaches "The blood of Christ does
this heresy, one stands utterly aghast, not finally save any man ... the death
How can anyone seriously maintain of Christ merely paid the penalty of
that the prophet Jeremiah married sin in our stead—it wipes the slate
his ward Tea Tephi to the Irish prince, clean of our past sins—it saves us
Heremonn? These circumlocutions of- merely from the death penalty—but
ten accompanied by fixation on the the Bible teaches that none is yet
pyramids of Egypt only serve to warn saved!" (Why Were You Born? p. 11).
us of the grave danger of "turning The fact of the matter is that the
aside" from the truth of God (I Tim. Bible clearly states the believer has
1:6), of "erring from the truth," (II been born again (I Peter 1:23). "By
Tim. 2:18), "resisting the truth," (H grace we have been saved" (Eph. 2:
Tim. 3:8), "turning away from the 8). And yet Armstrong's webb of
t r u t h " ( H T i m . 4 : 4 ) . h e r e s y r e a c h e s m i l l i o n s b y T V a n d

DESTRUCTION OF radio and Plain Truth has a circula-
SCRIPTURAL VALIDITY tion of over 2,000,000!

No more conspicuous an example We know that truth is not a circle
of "wresting of the Scripture" can be which includes all error. How can
found than is seen in the pronounce- we explain the proliferation of false
ments and ministry of Herbert W. teachings and the spread of apostasy
Armstrong and the Radio Church of in our time? These departures from
God. Bel ievers need to be warned "the fai th" begin invar iably with a
and wary of this master of deceit, moving away from the authority of
who has spun together Jehovah's Wit- Holy Scripture. This is why we be-
ness theology, Seventh-day Advent- lieve that the question of the inspira-
ism legalism and British-Israel pro- ation and authority of the Bible is
phecy in such a menacing mix as has so crucial and vital. Cultic deviation
deceived and deluded millions in our such as we have described is the end-
time. I believe Armstrongism is one product of an abandonment of the
of the most effective and powerful authority of the Word of God. "And
tools Satan has today. l®t him that thinketh he standeth

Herbert Armstrong argues that the take heed lest he fall!" May we in
throne of England is the throne of true humility and genuine reliance
David. Armstrong is preaching that upon the Holy Spirit bow our minds
the millennium will begin in less than and wills daily before the authority
15 years (Tomorrow's World, May- of "Thus saith the Lord." Only as we
June, 1970). But these errors and his remain true to the Word of God and
astonishing megalomania are really responsive to its truths shall we be
the last of our concerns. This cult de- preserved and delivered from delu-
nies the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, sion and error.

G I F T S U B S C R I P T I O N S
Many of you regular subscribers have friends who would appreciate to

to receive THE DISCERNER. An ideal way to remember them, particularly at
this Season, Is to send in gift subscriptions. Four issues for $1.00.
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T H E H I S T O R I C A L B A C K G R O U N D
O F T H E O L O G I C A L L I B E R A L I S M

Dr. Robert P. Lightner, Assistant Professor of Systematic Theology,
Dallas Theological Seminary, Dallas, Texas

How did the modern idea of church
u n i o n g e t s t a r t e d ? M u c h c a n b e
gained in understanding the current
ecumenical movement, which is re
ceiving such widespread publicity
even in the secular press, when the
historical and theological background
o f t h e e f f o r t i s k n o w n . I t a l l s t a r t e d
with the rise of theological l iberal
ism which was born in and grew out
of the man-centered philosophies of
the Renaissance and the per iods
which followed. There were always
threats to Bibl ical Christ ianity but
those which began around the fif
teenth century and found their ori
gin in humanistic philosophy began
attacking the historic Christian faith
f r o m w i t h o u t .

Faith in man was the cry of the
Renaissance (1453-1690). Philsophers
of this period had a profund interest
in th is wor ld . A genu ine fa i th in
reason and the capabilities of man in
th is l i fe c rowded out v i r tua l ly a l l
in te res t in God and H is reve la t ion to
man. Without making a concerted
and dedicated attempt to overthrow
Biblical Christianity the philosophers
of the day succeeded in introducing
a complete and widespread skepti
c ism of the Bib le . God and the Bib le
w e r e d e t h r o n e d . M a n w a s e l e v a t e d
a n d b e c a m e t h e s t a n d a r d a n d n o r m
o f t r u t h .

With the passing of time and the
in t roduct ion o f more ph i losophers
the attacks against Christianity be
c a m e s t r o n g e r a n d s t r o n g e r. T h o u g h
m o s t o f t h e s e m e n m a i n t a i n e d s o m e
sort of belief in God, their students
and those who were exposed to their
philosophies soon realized, as Im-

manuel Kant did, that the existence
of God could not be proven or dem
onstrated rationally. The natural cor
ollary of this course was the rejec
t i o n o f t h e m i r a c u l o u s a n d a l l t h e
g r e a t B i b l i c a l d o c t r i n e s o f t h e f a i t h
and then the inspiration and author
ity of the Bible itself.

These secular philosophers had a
direct influence upon the theologians
who started theological l iberal ism.
Friedrich Daniel Schleiermacher has
r i g h t l y b e e n c a l l e d t h e f a t h e r o f l i b
eralism. Born in Germany in 1768
and influenced greatly by the human
ist ic phi losophies, he founded his
author i t y, no t in the mind o f man as
the philosophers had done, but in the
soul's experiences. The point is, he
along with many of his contempor
aries rejected the Bible as the author
i t a t i v e r e v e l a t i o n o f G o d t o m a n .
S c h l e i e r m a c h e r i n t r o d u c e d a t h e o l
ogy of feeling. For him, Christianity
was not revealed in a set of propo
sitions recorded in a book called the
Bible, but by an inner feeling or ex
perience. Subjective feeling was his
source of authority rather than ob
jective fact. This meant that all the
Biblical terminology concerning doc
trine was invested with new meaning.
Soon many others became enamored
w i t h t h e v i e w s o f S c h l e i e r m a c h e r .
They saw his views as an inviting al
ternative to the purely rationalistic
philosophies before him. In one sense
then, Schleiermacher and his follow
ers were reacting against the purely
rationalistic approach of the day. Yet
they were by no means returning to
the authority of Holy Writ for their
v i ews . W i th t he pass ing o f t ime
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scholars soon began to assimilate and
c o m b i n e e l e m e n t s o f r a t i o n a l i s m a n d
the theology of feeling of Schleier-
m a c h e r. T h e y a d d r e s s e d t h e m s e l v e s
to the Bible. At first the Gospels were
a t t a c k e d a s m a n y o f t h e f e a t u r e s o f
historic Christianity and the findings
of the philosophers were combined.
Very naturally human reason soon be
came the determining factor as to
what was and what was not the Word
of God. Whereas the Bible once stood
over man as judge, now man was
standing over the Bible as.its judge.
What had been done to the Gospels
and "the rest of the New Testament
was soon done to the Old Testament.

Science added its weight to that of
pholosophy and theology atempting
to make Christianity untenable. The
discoveries of science made the earth
and man appear as very unimportant.
Charles Darwin's book The Origin of
Species in 1859 succeeded in bringing
d o u b t a n d d i s r e p u t e u p o n t h e B i b l e ,
e s p e c i a l l y t h e fi r s t f e w c h a p t e r s o f
G e n e s i s . T h e o l o g i a n s w h o r e j e c t e d
the authori ty of Scripture and ac
cepted Darwin's evolutionary hypoth
es is in t roduced what has come to be
known as higher criticism. This was
simply the appl icat ion of Darwin's
theory of evolution and the survival
o f t h e fi t t e s t t o t h e B i b l e . T h o s e w h o

a p p l i e d t h i s m e t h o d t o t h e B i b l e
sought to discover the origin of ideas
set forth in Scripture. They also at
tempted to determine at what points
the Bible was true and at what points
i t was fa lse. Theolog ians who accept
ed the findings of the higher critics
and who were sympathetic to them
were occupying places of prominence
in Europe. Many s tudents f rom Amer
ica went abroad for a theological edu
cation. Very naturally as they studied
u n d e r t h e s e m e n a n d t h i s l i b e r a l i n
fl u e n c e t h e y i m b i b e d m u c h o f w h a t
they were taught. Returning to Amer
ica these men brought their theolog

i c a l l i b e r a l i s m w i t h t h e m a n d f o u n d
the climate in this country quite re
ceptive to them. The "Christ ianity"
which they proclaimed and promoted
i n t h e i r p u l p i t s a n d p o s i t i o n s o f
Christian leadership was diametric
ally opposed to the historic Christian
f a i t h . T h e c a r d i n a l d o c t r i n e s o f t h e
faith were candidly and forthrightly
rejected. For many of them the Bi
ble was composed of nothing but
myths and legends. The inspiration
o f t he B ib le was bo ld l y re jec ted and
r e d e fi n e d i n t e r m s o f t h e h u m a n a u
t h o r r a t h e r t h a n w h a t w a s w r i t t e n .
S u c h u n b e l i e f w a s o n l y t h e n a t u r a l
result of applying the scientific meth
o d t o t h e B i b l e . T h e l i b e r a l t h e o l o
gians tried to put God in a test tube
and ruled out as mythological what
H e h a d s a i d i n H i s W o r d . O n e e x
t r e m e o f u n b e l i e f l e d t o a n o t h e r .
E v e n t h e a c t u a l e x i s t e n c e o f J e s u s
in space-time history was doubted by
many. The early church, it was said,
i n v e n t e d t h e J e s u s m y t h . T h i s k i n d
of rejection represented the liberal
t h e o l o g y o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y,
especially in Europe.

I n A m e r i c a t h e i n fl u e n c e o f s u c h
unbelief was also being felt. Many
were questioning and rejecting the
great tenets of the faith. Even the
b a s i c f u n d a m e n t a l s o f t h e f a i t h
stressed by the Reformers were being
denied. The sole author i ty of the
Scr ip tures and sa lva t ion by fa i th
alone were being compromised and
denied. The Great Awakening spear
headed by Jonathan Edwards and
George Whitefield was a reaction to
the theological liberalism which had
c r e p t i n t o t h e c h u r c h e s . T h e w o r t h
of man was being preached instead
o f t h e B i b l i c a l d o c t r i n e o f t h e e x

ceed ing s in fu lness o f man .
S o o n a f t e r t h e r e v i v a l s o f t h e G r e a t

Awakening the denial of the doctrine
of the Trinity, the deity of Christ,
and of course the authority of the
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Bible soon followed. Even though the
revivals did not stop the spread of
l iberal theology, they did stem its
tide temporarly. The word and writ
i n g s o f H o r a c e B u s h n e l l a n d Wa l t e r
Rauschenbush with their emphasis
upon the "social gospel" soon spread
widely and became the liberal rally
ing point. Through the propagation
of the "social gospel" the liberals de
n i e d t h e B i b l i c a l d o c t r i n e o f m a n ' s
sinfulness and concentrated their ef
forts upon making the world a better
place in which to live. They empha
sized the idea of a coming Utopia or
kingdom brought about through hu
m a n e f f o r t . A f t e r t h e w o r l d w a s
cured of all sin the kingdom would
be establ ished through man's en
deavor. Liberals sincerely believed
and preached tha t the wor ld was be
coming better and better. The suc
c e s s f u l i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n w h i c h w a s
taking place at the time aided the
contention of the liberal spokesman.

L ibera l churchmen, who had a l
ready denied the major tenets of the
f a i t h , e n d e a v o r e d t o u n i t e c h u r c h e s
in to l a rge bod ies so the i r cause
could be promoted on a wide scale.
The Na t i ona l Fede ra t i on o f Chu rches
and Chr is t ian Workers, formed in
1901, was an example of such an
effort. Growing out of that organiza
t ion in 1908 was the Federa l Counc i l
o f Chu rches wh i ch was imde r l i be ra l
leadership and promoted the liberal
doctrines and gave particular stress
to the "social gospel," the doctrines
o f t h e u n i v e r s a l f a t h e r h o o d o f G o d
a n d t h e b r o t h e r h o o d o f m a n . T h e
Fede ra l Counc i l o f Chu rches became
t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s i n
1950 and i n 1948 t he Wor l d Counc i l
of Churches was formed giving world
wide impetus to the d r i ve fo r church
un ion . More w i l l be sa id about these
o r g a n i z a t i o n s l a t e r . R e a c t i o n t o t h e
old liberal theology came from vari
o u s q u a r t e r s . F u n d a m e n t a l i s t s w e r e

not the only ones who found fault
w i t h l i be ra l i sm. Even the unchu rched
humanists reacted. They insisted, and
ve ry l og i ca l l y, t ha t i f t he l i be ra l
churchmen were right in their view
of God, man, sin, and salvation, there
was little or-no need for any revela-
ion from God. Carried to their logical
conc lus ion the l i be ra l doc t r i nes ru led
out completely any need for the Bible.
Man could get a long just as wel l
without it. Also, the First World War
w a s a r e a c t i o n t o t h e l i b e r a l b e l i e f
in a golden age, a Utopia, about to
be ushered in by human efforts.
What more devastating reply to the
liberal doctrines of man's goodness
and his establishment of a kingdom
could there be than the bloody war?

In response to the reactions against
the old liberal theology and the
d e s t r u c t i v e e f f e c t s o f b o t h W o r l d
Wars and their af termaths, l iberal
churchman restructured their system
of belief and reworded their rejection
of orthodoxy. They proceeded upon
the very same premise—the rejection
of the Bible as the only absolute and
infallible rule of faith—but they at
t e m p t e d t o r e d r e s s t h e i r u n b e l i e f i n
such a way that it would be more ac
ceptable to the masses and more orth
odox-sounding. The Biblical and orth
o d o x d o c t r i n e s e s s e n t i a l t o t h e f a i t h
are just as much repudiated as ever,
but the repudiat ion is couched in
such a clever disguise that it often
g o e s u n n o t i c e d . L i b e r a l i s m i s n o t
d e a d ! L i b e r a l c h u r c h m e n h a v e n o t
been conver ted to the or thodox fa i th !
They have only done what liberals
have always prided themselves in
being able to do—fit their message
t o t h e t i m e s . T h e l i b e r a l e s t a b l i s h
ment which spearheads the mad drive
f o r a m o n s t r o u s w o r l d c h u r c h i s n o
m o r e o r t h o d o x n o w t h a n i t h a s e v e r
been. Through a deceitful game of
semantic delusion it is seeking to sell
the publ ic a thoroughly heterodox
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bill of goods. And what is sadly true
is that multitudes of laymen are be
ing persuaded to buy the product.
M o s t o f t h e m a r e n o t a w a r e o f t h e
fac t tha t the i r purchase w i l l u l t imate
ly involve the surrender of whatever
r e m a i n s o f t h e i r c h u r c h ' s l i b e r t i e s
and aligns them, whether they like
i t o r no t , w i t h t hose men and move
ments which are d iametr ical ly op
posed to the faith once delivered unto
t h e s a i n t s — t h e f a i t h o f o u r f a t h e r s .

Concerned Chr is t ians should not be
deceived into thinking that the build
e r s o f t h e p r o p o s e d e c u m e n i c a l
church are without a plan and pro
gram. They are by no means without
a detailed blueprint by which they
propose to reach their goal. Of course,
the general publ ic must not know
t h a t w h e n t h e l i b e r a l p l a n i s f u l l y
realized the present form of church
life as to its doctrine, mission and
ministry will be completely restruc
t u r e d . D r. C o l i n W. W i l l i a m s , E x e c u
t i v e D i r e c t o r o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f
Evangelism of the National Council
o f C h u r c h e s o f C h r i s t a n d C h a i r m a n
o f t he Depa r tmen t o f S tud ies i n
Evangelism of the World Council of
Churches, has prepared a brochure
e n t i t l e d W h e r e i n t h e W o r l d w h i c h
outl ines rather clearly the hosti l i ty
of the ecumenists toward the present
f o r m o f t h e l o c a l c h u r c h . T h e c o n
cept of the local church which ap
proves it being centered around the
h o m e s o f t h e m e m b e r s w h o w o r s h i p
in a building dedicated to that pur
pose and who are shepherded by an
ordained minister is considered by
Wi l l iams as "morpholog ica l funda
m e n t a l i s m . " T h e c o n c e p t o f t h e
c h u r c h a s t h e p r o c l a i m e r a n d p r o
t e c t o r o f t r u t h m u s t b e r e p l a c e d b y
a new concept which puts the church
in dialogue with the world. Even more
than that, it is contended that "the
world should write the agenda" for
the church. Such a concept is alto

gether foreign to the New Testament
which calls upon the church to bear
a w i t ness t o t he wo r l d wh i ch i s l os t
and under the curse of God.

The basic problem of the rejection
of the inspirat ion and authority of
the Bible which plagued the foimd-
e r s o f l i b e r a l t h e o l o g y a n d w a s e m
braced by the attempt of church un
ion f rom the very beginning, s t i l l
characterizes the present ecumenical
leadersh ip . The doct r ine that the
Bible is the inspired and inerrant
Word of God is rejected by them.
Unity trends, edited by the Depart
m e n t o f F a i t h a n d O r d e r o f t h e N a
t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s i n c o n
s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c
Bishops Commit tee of Ecumenical
and Inter-religious Affairs published
a report which was also accepted by
the Wor ld Counc i l o f Churches ' Fa i th
a n d O r d e r C o m m i s s i o n w h i c h c l e a r l y
repudiated the doctrine of the ful l
a n d fi n a l a u t h o r i t y o f t h e B i b l e . T h e
September 15, 1968 issue of Unity
Trends s ta ted : "The B ib le i s in many
of its parts the product of historical
process. It came into being through
h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s a n d e x p e r i e n c e s
and through reflect ion upon them.
Traditions and writings were handed
d o w n i n I s r a e l a n d i n t h e E a r l y
Church, and were often in the course
of long periods combined, reworked
and reinterpreted in the light of later
h i s t o r i c a l s i t u a t i o n s . T h e B i b l e c o n
tains a collection of very diverse lit
e r a r y t r a d i t i o n s , t h e c o n t e n t s o f
which of ten stand in tension wi th one
a n o t h e r. " T h i s s a m e d o c u m e n t m a i n
t a i n s t h a t t h e B i b l e c o n t a i n s " u n h i s -
t o r i c a l " a n d " u n a u t h e n t i c " e l e m e n t s .

T h i s r e j e c t i o n o f t h e h i s t o r i c o r t h
odox position and the witness of the
B i b l e t o i t s o w n i n e r r a n c y a n d a u
thority has been the background and
c o n t i n u e s t o b e t h e b a s i s o f t h e
m o d e r n d r i v e f o r c h u r c h u n i o n .
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T H E D A N G E R O F S U P E R - I N T E L L E G T U A L I S M

Along with the false teaching, which
a r e w o r l d w i d e i s t h e d e l u s i o n o f
s u p e r - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m . N o o n e c a n
deny that modern scholarship and
philosophy are being used to lead
people away from the truth of God.
T h e A p o s t l e P a u l w a r n s u s a g a i n s t
t h e s e p h i l o s o p h i e s a n d d i a l e c t i c a l
t r i c k s m a s q u e r a d i n g u n d e r t h e b a n
ner o f in te l lec tua l ism. (See Col . 2 :8) .

Some years ago the New York
Times provided a fifty-page brochure
of 113 well known books published
during the past century. Most of the
best se l le rs were ant i -Chr is t ian works
wr i t t en by such men as Darw in ,
N ie tzsche , Hux ley, Marx , Renan ,
George Bernard Shaw, Ber t rand Rus
s e l l a n d m e n o f t h a t r a t i o n a l i s t i c
v i e w p o i n t . T h e s e a r e t h e k i n d o f
w r i t i n g s w h i c h P a u l p l a c e d i n t h e
c a t e g o r y w h e r e h e s p e a k s o f b e i n g
spoiled "thrcugh philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men."
The present-day parading of intellec
tualism has not only permeated the
liberal sphere, but certain consetva-
tive areas of Christianity also would
h a v e y o u b e l i e v e t h a t u n l e s s a p e r
son has a Doctor of Philosophy de
g ree , he has no r i gh t t o speak w i t h
authority, or to make any significant
pronouncements. This is a day when
m e n w o r s h i p a t t h e s h r i n e o f i n t e l
l e c t u a l i s m .

With present-day priority given to
scholarship, we have witnessed an ex
panding rationalization of the Scrip
tures, and the scoffing at verbal in
spirat ion of the Bible. More and more
the social Gospel is being embraced,
and the emphasis is on soc ia l ac t ion
and the betterment of society through
e d u c a t i o n a n d h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m . T h e
W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s h a s r e

pudiated the idea that civilization is

facing the judgment of God. Rather
t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e Wo r l d C o u n c i l o f
Churches bel ieve that the Church wi l l
build the kingdom through numerous
s o c i a l a n d i d e a l i s t i c a c t i v i t i e s . N o t
long ago a famous professor said,
" N o t h i n k i n g m a n b e l i e v e s i n t h e
Eschatology of Jesus." And the writ
e r con t i nued , "We mus t no t on l y se t
aside the doctrine of the last things,
but the doctrine of the grace of God
as well. It has been preached for
1900 yea rs and i t has no t done t he
world any good." And this so-called
i n t e l l e c t u a l p r o c e e d s t o d e c l a r e t h a t
the Gospel must be translated in
terms of social and economic pana
c e a s . T h e c e n t e r o f t h e h u m a n i s t i c

philosophy is a complete reliance in
intellectual processes, and a depend
e n c e o n h u m a n i n g e n u i t y a n d c a p a
b i l i t y i n c h a r t i n g t h e w h o l e f u t u r e
course of mankind. Every shade and
hue of this modem counterfeit pro
gram is designed to obliterate and
o b s c u r e t h e c r o s s . O u r L o r d w a r n e d
of these conditions during the latter
days. With reference to the climactic
development He gave us these words,
"For as a snare i t sha l l come on a l l
t h a t d w e l l o n t h e f a c e o f t h e w h o l e
earth" (Lk. 21:35). Super-intellectual
ism is one of the primary methods
se lec ted by ou r adve rsa ry i n c i r cum
v e n t i n g t h e G o s p e l o f R e d e m p t i o n
made known the the Scriptures. In
view of Christ's warning, we may ex
pect the oppos i t ion to B ib l ica l reve la
tion will continue to expand until the
apostasy becomes universal. Any fair-
m i n d e d s t u d e n t o f c o n t e m p o r a r y d e
velopments must concede that the ful
fil lment of our Lord's predict ion is
clearly manifested in the domain of
C h r i s t e n d o m .

— J o h n E . D a h l i n
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L I S T I N G S F R O M O U R C ATA L O G
(Add 10% for mailing charges on orders up to $10.00.)

1. OCCULT EXPERIMENTATION—^Published by the National Association Of
Christian Schools. Very few people realize the extent to which occultism
is being used today, even by many students in such things as Oijua Boards,
e t c . 1 0 0 .

2. THE TRINITY—Edward Henry Bickersteth. Many of the more aggressive
religious cults are openly denying the Trinity. The late Dr. Walter L.
Wilson, of Kansas City, said: "... a thorough exposition of the Scriptural
teaching concerning each member of the Holy Trinity." 182pp, $3.50.

3 . T H E T R I N I T Y — M u s t W e B e l i e v e I t ? — ^ K e i t h L . B r o o k s . W r i t t e n i n D r .
Brooks usual style, on a thoroughly Biblical basis. And what if we don't
believe it? Read this excellent 100 booklet and find the answer.

4. THE CASE AGAINST MODERNISM—Chester A. Tulga, D.D. One of Dr.
Tulga's famous "paperback" "Case" series. Apparently multitudes do not
realize this sinister movement. For a logical—and Biblical—presentation,
this is a MUST! 350.

5 . C H R I S T I A N I T Y A N D L I B E R A L I S M — D r . J . G r e s h a m M a c h e n . D r . M a -
chen's name may not be so well known by Bible-believing Christians under
30, but most of the rest will remember him as one of the great funda
mentalist leaders. Paper. 188 pp, $1.75.

6. THE COMING GREAT CHURCH—James De Forest Murch. Here is a small,
readable book, written by a man who knows! It is not visionary specula
tion, but a careful presentation of Bible Prophecy in the end time. 250.

NOTE: S ince th is i ssue o f the D iscerner fea tu res some exce l len t a r t i c les
on Cultism in general, we recommend the folowing treatises:

7 . THE K INGDOM OF THE CULTS—Wal te r R . Mar t in . Some—befo re read ing
this unabridged treatise—have objected to its price—but none after read-
it. We believe it is still THE CLASSIC as a comprehensive study of cults
and cultism. 440 pp, $5.95.

8. THE CHAOS OF THE CULTS-^. K. Van Baalen. As the title suggests,
cultism and confusion are near synonymous terms! This book is a study
book, taking up some twelve or more cults, dealing with them at length.
Fourth revision. 414 pp, $4.95.

9. Some Serious, Popular FALSE DOCTRINES, Answered from the Scrip
tures—John R. Rice, D.D. Those of our readers who are fami l iar wi th the
Biblical content of Dr. Rice's former books, will find the same depth in
this, one of his latest, and certainly timely book. Results of 49 years of
research. 450 pp, Special: $5.25.
SPECIAL: You have already been blessed through reading Dr. Robert
L ightner 's ar t ic le e lsewhere in th is issue of THE DISCERNER: Now order
these books by this man of God:

10. NEO-EVANGELICALISM. Tracing the developments and doctrinal dif
ficulties involved in this strange contemporary movement. $2.75.

11. NEW-LIBERALISM. A book especially for laymen. Reading this fine book,
you will discover that liberalism IS NOT DEAD! $1.00.

12. SPEAKING IN TONGUES AND DIVINE HEALING. Self-explanatory. 750.
1 3 . T H E D E AT H C H R I S T D I E D a n d T H E S AV I O R A N D T H E S C R I P T U R E .

Bible-believing Christians know, but need to be reminded of Christ's pur
pose in coming to the earth; the unbelieving need to learn why He came.
Good Christmas Holiday reading. $3.75 each.
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PERTINENT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Prof . John E. Dahl in

QUESTION . . . When will the cultic activities and the delusions reach their
maximum state of expansion?

ANSWER . . . From H Thess. 2:7-12, it is clear that the universal expansion
of delusions will come following the Rapture of the Church. The Holy Spirit
is now working effectively through the Church and this constitutes the re
straining force mentioned by Paul. When this restraining power is removed
an avalanche of delusions will sweep over the earth. This will be a world
wide condition during the Great Tribulation. The phenominal expansion of
cultic activity in our time indicates that we are close to this climactic period
o f H i s t o r y.

QUESTION ... Is it possible for the Church to overcome the satanic forces
which are bringing forth the present great delusions?

ANSWER . . . Nowhere in the Scripture is it pointed out that the Church
will successfully overcome the dominion of satan. Bait through faithful wit
nessing the followers of Christ are able to win a considerable number to
Christ, and in each case when a person is saved, the work of satan is de
feated in the life of that individual. God's purpose is "to take out of them
(the nations) a people for His name" (Acts 15:14). But so far as the world
is concerned, it will remain in ungodliness throughout this age. We read,
"And the whole world lieth in wickedness" (1 Jn. 5:19). But a very large
company of people will be saved through the witnessing activity of the be
lievers during this dispensation.
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